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Private funds from US reportedly sent to rebels

BANGKOK - A guerrilla
spokesman said yvesterday that
private groups in the United
States have sent '‘several thou-
sands of dollars a month™ to
fund the noncommunist Cambo-

dian resistance, but there was,

no way of knowing exactly
where this money originated.

The private groups are Cam-
bodians living in the United
States and former American ser-
vicemen who had fought in
Indochina, the spokesman said,
adding that the only US govern-
ment money the guerrillas have
received was humanitarian aid
through the United Nations.

The i'ebel spokesman, Dr. "~
Abdul Gaffar of the Khmer Peo-

ple’s National Liberation Front,
luaslg blg comments in resmnse

to a story in The Washington
Post yesterday that said the
Central Intelligence Agency has
been covertly providing millions
of dollars a year since 1982 for
nonmilitary purposes to the twg
noncommunist guerrilla forces,
the Khmer Peogiefs National
Liberation Front and the forces
loval to Prince Noredom Stha-
uouk.

The Post said the covert aid

amounted to $5 million this year
and that CIA officers in Thai-

land worked closely with the
Thai military to ensure that no
aid went to the communist-led
Khmer Rouge, the third party in
the coalition fighting the Viet-
namese, who have occupied
Cambodia since 1979,

A senior US official here said
he could not confirm or deny
these reports. A US Embassy
spokesman confirmed last week
that Willlam J. Casey, the direc-

tor of Central Intelligence, had
made _an ungubllclzs visit to
Thailand recently, but would
not comment on reports that Ca-
sey had aiso gone to the Thai-
Cambodian border.

- DAVID WIGG
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